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ANNUAL  REPORT,  1952 
Introduction  and  General  Survey  of  Services 


In  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  1952  there  are  one  or  two  features 
worthy  of  special  comment. 

The  Infant  Mortality  for  1952  would  appear  to  present  an  upward 
trend.  This,  however,  on  analysis,  shows  that,  of  the  29  deaths  occurr- 
ing within  the  Burgh,  of  infants  under  one  year,  20  of  them  occurred 
in  children  under  the  age  of  four  weeks.  Thus  it  is  the  neo-natal 
mortality  therefore  is  higher  in  proportion.  The  main  causes  of 
deaths  in  children  under  four  weeks  are  shown  in  the  table  and  are 
self-explanatory.  The  deaths  of  children  over  four  weeks  and  under 
one  year  are  principally  due  to  pneumonia.  Whether  this  could  be 
classified  as  preventable  is  difficult  to  state. 


Over  4 weeks  under  1 year  male  female 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system  — 1 

Pneumonia  3 2 

Diarrhoea  1 2 

Congenital  malformation 


4 5 Total  9 


Under  4 weeks  male  female 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia  I 

Congenital  malformation  2 I 

Birth  injuries  : Post-natal  asphyxia  and 

atelectasis  6 2 

Pneumonia  of  newborn  — 1 

Diarrhoea  of  newborn  — 1 

Other  diseases  peculiar  to  infancy  3 3 


12  8 Total  20 

The  other  feature  of  1952  is  that  there  were  no  deaths  at  all  under 
Zymotic  diseases.  There  were  no  deaths  from  Diphtheria,  justifying 
the  campaign  for  immunisation.  It  might  be  appropriate  to  mention 
here  that  there  were  no  Maternal  deaths  in  the  Burgh  during  1952. 
I would  take  this  opportunity  of  congratulating  first  of  all  the  Domicil- 
iary Midwives  for  their  great  care  and  attention,  also  the  Obstetrical 
team  of  the  Falkirk  and  District  Royal  Infirmary  for  the  highly  efficient 
manner  in  which  their  work  is  carried  out. 
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1.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  Medical  Services  Department  continue  to  operate  from  the 
central  offices  in  Meadow  Street.  The  staff  is  as  detailed  in  another 
part  of  the  Report. 

2.  CO-ORDINATION  AND  CO-OPERATION  WITH  OTHER 
PARTS  OF  THE  NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

A co-ordinating  Committee  was  established  within  the  County 
area  to  improve  the  liaison  between  the  different  branches  of  the 
National  Health  Service.  All  branches  are  represented  on  this  Com- 
mittee and  many  matters  have  been  discussed  and  the  organisation 
and  administration  thereof  greatly  improve  as  a result  of  such  dis- 
cussions. So  far  as  information  is  concerned  this  is  freely  exchanged 
between  the  hospital  service  and  the  Health  Department.  Medical 
Practitioners  are  kept  informed  of  all  matters  of  importance  to  the 
public  health  and  we  are  extremely  fortunate  in  Falkirk  in  enjoying  the 
complete  co-operation  of  all  doctors  practising  within  the  Burgh. 

3.  JOINT  USE  OF  STAFF 

There  are  no  part-time  medical  officers  in  the  Service  of  the  Local 
Authority,  therefore  no  comment  is  necessary  under  this  paragraph. 

4.  CARE  OF  EXPECTANT  AND  NURSING  MOTHERS  AND 
CHILDREN  UNDER  SCHOOL  AGE 

(a)  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 

The  development  of  an  ante-natal  clinical  service  for  the  domicil- 
iary cases  has  not  been  possible.  All  that  has  been  established  here  is 
one  session  per  week  which  is  attended  by  all  who  are  applying  for 
admission  to  the  maternity  unit.  At  this  clinic  the  urine  is  tested  and 
a sample  of  blood  taken  and  advice  is  given  to  the  expectant  mothers 
on  many  matters.  It  is  hoped  under  this  heading  to  set  up  a mother- 
craft  training  session  but  at  the  moment  the  shortage  of  staff  prevents 
this  development. 

Maternity  Outfits  were  supplied  to  all  who  applied  for  same  and  a 
note  of  the  number  issued  during  1952  appears  elsewhere  in  the  Report. 


(b)  Child  Welfare 

Consultant  clinics  for  child  welfare  are  held  three  times  a week. 
So  far  as  arrangements  for  consultation  and  other  staff  is  concerned, 
the  method  adopted  here  is  usually  to  refer  the  mother  back  to  her 
own  doctor  with  a note  advising,  if  he  thinks  necessary,  specialist  s 
investigation  of  the  condition  found. 
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(c)  Care  of  Premature  Infants 

tu  i7he  NuSf1?g  Stiaff  1S  1trained  in  the  care  of  premature  infants  in 
tne  home.  It  is  only  under  exceptional  circumstances  that  the  child 
has  to  be  removed  to  hospital  and  so  far  as  equipment  is  concerned 
this  is  supplied  through  this  Department.  With  regard  to  the  more 
elaborate  equipment,  if  required,  the  child  is  admitted  to  hospital. 

(d)  Supply  of  Dried  Milks,  etc. 

n ■ f F?od.,i,s  responsible  for  the  issue  of  National 

Dried  Milk.  Other  dried  milk  and  nutrients  are  obtainable  at  the 
climes  under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  for  the  supply  of  same.  A note  of 
what  was  supplied  in  1952  appears  at  the  end  of  this  paragraph  In  so 
far  as  other  materials  are  concerned,  e.g.,  cod  liver  oil,  orange  juice 
vitamins,  etc.,  these  are  obtainable  through  the  Child  Welfare  Service 
on  presentation  of  the  appropriate  forms  by  the  applicants. 


Baby  Foods 
Cow  & Gate — full  cream 
Cow  & Gate — half  cream 
Ostermilk  No.  1 
Ostermilk  No.  2 
Allergilac 


M.O.F. 
Fa  rex 
Twinpack 
Robrex 


336 

24 

18 

96 

12 


486 


24 

12 

36 

36 


108 


(e)  Dental  Care 


a *S  at  PJesen,t  under  consideration  a Scheme  for  establishing 

a dental  senuce  for  the  care  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and 

^°u"g  cb,‘  dr^n  aad  ls  hoPed  that  in  the  near  future  it  may  be  possible 
to  give  details  of  the  set-up  of  such  a Scheme.  The  main  difficulty 

nrnhf 31  the  ,mo,ment  Iack  of  suitable  accommodation  and  until  this 
problem  is  solved  we  cannot  go  further  with  the  development. 

( f ) Other  provision 

AuthInetv\hrlwelf"e«erViC?  lnc,ludes  accommodation  in  the  Local 
L ill  or  in  fSr"  3 H,?me  for  th1ose  y°ur|g  children  whose  mother 

relative  Several  n”d  Wh°  T"01  be  looked  after  ^ another  suitable 
children  eve£al  occasions  have  arisen  during  the  past  year  where 
children  have  been  sent  to  convalescent  homes  for  a period  of  two  to 


three  months.  This  is  a side  which  I feel  should  be  developed  and  one 
which  would  benefit  the  community  as  a whole.  Again  the  whole 
question  of  adequate  accommodation  makes  it  difficult  to  elaborate 

the  Scheme. 


5.  DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY 

The  Nursing  Service  in  the  Burgh  being  a combined  Service  all 
members  are  certified  midwives.  The  obstetrical  duties  are  carried 
out  on  a rotation  basis  with,  of  course,  the  reserve  of  midwives  who 
are  on  other  duties.  By  this  means  there  is  no  likelihood  of  the  im- 
possibility  to  obtain  a midwife  in  any  case  whatsoever. 

There  is  only  one  private  midwife  practising  within  the  Burgh  and 
she  is  under  constant  supervision  by  the  superintendent  of  the  Nursing 
Service  also  she  conducts  her  cases  under  medical  supervision.  Her 
total  number  of  cases  in  any  one  year  does  not  exceed  six.  There  are 
three  gas  and  air  outfits  and  these  are  used  extensively  by  the  midwives. 

Unless  specially  requested  by  the  practitioner  ante-natal 
supervision  is  not  carried  out  routine  by  the  midwives.  A certain 
amount  of  ante-natal  supervision  is  carried  out  in  the  clinic  a 
request  of  the  practitioners. 

So  far  as  co-operation  with  the  General  Practitioners  is  concerned 
this  is  complete  and  one  has  no  comment  to  make  in  this  respect. 

Admission  to  hospital  on  social  grounds  is  very  very  carefully 
controlled.  Each  case  is  judged  on  its  merits  and  so  far  as  possible  the 
following  is  a general  order  of  priority  : 

1 First  births  unless  there  is  a special  request  for  home  con- 
finement and  the  family  practitioner  agrees.  This  does 

not  often  happen. 

2.  Subsequent  births  where  there  has  been  abnormality  in 
the  first  or  previous  birth. 

3 Conditions  other  than  obstetrical  in  which  case  it  is 
advisable  for  the  mother  to  be  hospitalised. 

4 Finally  the  social  group  consists  principally  of  those  who 
are  in  sub-let  single  rooms  or  those  mothers  who  find  it 
difficult  to  have  home  confinements  owing  to  a variety 
of  circumstances. 

So  far  a.  is 

S“»”"Tf!s  St  possible  to  spate  from  ,be  Service  .»,  of  the 
midwives  to  attend  such  courses. 
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The  pupil  midwives  are  trained  by  arrangement  with  the  local 
Infirmary.  As  a rule  there  are  two  or  three  pupil  midwives,  attached 
to  the  local  Nursing  Service  district  work.  This  has  been  found 
extremely  satisfactory.  I do  feel  that  it  is  a thing  which  should  per- 
haps be  enlarged. 


6.  HEALTH  VISITING 

For  the  purposes  of  Health  Visiting  the  Burgh  is  roughly  divided 
into  7 areas.  The  ideal,  of  course,  is  to  have  one  Health  Visitor  for 
each  area.  While  this  is  of  course  the  ideal  it  is  regretted  that  we 
cannot  achieve  this  completely.  The  great  strain  laid  upon  the  Nursing 
Service  to-day  by  the  increasing  demands  of  the  aged  prevents  the 
extention  to  the  full  of  the  Health  Visiting  Service.  Apart  from  the 
general  visiting  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  young  children 
and  occasionally  work  under  infectious  disease  control  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  ask  more  of  the  staff  than  they  are  at  present  doing.  The 
whole  subject  of  health  visiting  is  entirely  dependent  on  a sufficient 
Nursing  staff,  and  while  there  is  complete  liaison  with  the  Medical 
Practitioners  and  to  a lesser  extent  with  the  local  Hospitals  we  have  a 
very  far  way  to  go  before  we  hope  to  achieve  the  ideal.  So  far  as  the 
local  Authority  is  concerned  they  are  extremely  co-operative  in  allow- 
ing Nursing  Staff  study  leave  and  are  always  agreeable  to  send  one  or 
more  of  the  staff  on  refresher  courses. 

Liaison  with  Hospital  Almoners  is  extremely  good  and  I doubt  if 
it  could  be  improved  upon. 


7.  HOME  NURSING 
General  Arrangement 

Fourteen  full-time  and  three  part-time  Nursing  Sisters  are  em- 
ployed to  do  generalized  work.  The  town  is  divided  into  fourteen 
areas  and  a Nursing  Sister  appointed  to  each  area.  The  three  part-time 
nurses  do  relief  duty  when  and  where  necessary.  In  addition  one 
Nursing  Superintendent  and  one  Assistant  Superintendent  co-ordinate 
and  supervise  the  work. 

Two  Homes  are  provided  by  the  Local  Authority  for  the  use  of 
the  Nursing  Staff. 

Requests  for  the  services  of  the  Nursing  Sisters  are  made  by  the 
general  practitioners  and  on  rare  occasions  by  the  Hospital  Medical 
Staffs.  Patients  are  visited  as  often  as  it  is  deemed  necessary,  acutely 
ill  cases  being  visited  at  least  twice  daily.  Nursing  appliances  are  lent 
to  necessitous  patients.  Co-operation  with  the  general  practitioners 
is  excellent,  but  no  special  arrangements  exist  for  liaison  with  hospitals. 
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Night  Nursing  Service 

Patients  requiring  nursing  treatment  during  the  night  are  attended 
by  the  Nursing  Sister  of  the  area  but  no  full-time  night  staff  is  employed. 

Falkirk  is  approved  as  a Key  Training  Home  by  the  Queen’s 
Institute  of  District  Nursing. 

The  Local  Authoriity  is  always  willing  to  grant  leave  of  absence 
to  Nursing  Staff  wishing  to  attend  a refresher  course. 

Nursing  treatment  is  not  carried  out  in  the  Nurses’  Homes,  but 
friends  and  relatives  of  patients  frequently  call,  asking  advice  re  the 
problems  that  beset  a household  where  there  is  a patient  suffering 
from  prolonged  illness. 

The  following  is  the  classification  of  cases  nursed  during  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1952. 


Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

„ „ Respiratory  System  excluding  T.B 

Pulmonary  T.B. 

„ „ Genito  Urinary  System 

„ „ Digestive  System 

„ „ Nervous  System 

„ „ the  Blood  

„ „ Metabolism 

„ „ Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

„ „ Skin  

„ „ Eye 

Rheumatic  Diseases 

Injuries  including  fractures 

Minor  Surgical  Cases  

Mammary  Carcinoma 
Mammary  Abscess 

Burns 

General  debility  and  Senility 

Neo-Natal  Nursing  care  of  infants  discharged  from  F.R.I.  (com- 
pressing unbilical  dressings,  etc.),  in  addition  to  Health  Visitors 
Supervision  


180 

266 

7 

67 

70 

6 

37 

43 

37 

57 

6 

20 

17 

99 

2 

14 

27 

81 


76 


8.  DOMESTIC  HELP 

There  is  little  doubt  that  the  original  intention  of  a Domestic 
Help  Service  was  to  provide  temporary  help  in  the  homes  of  those 
people  who  by  reason  of  pathological  or  physiological  conditions  were 
prevented  from  managing  the  domestic  affairs.  I fear  that  there  has 
been  a much  bigger  demand  for  the  Domestic  Help  than  was  originally 
anticipated.  As  I have  already  mentioned  the  problem  of  the  aged  is 
one  which  taxes  to  the  utmost  the  Domestic  Help  Service.  Locally, 
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approximately  75%  of  the  Domestic  Help  Service  is  devoted  to  the 
aged  and  infirm  in  their  own  homes.  The  Service  as  a whole  by  reason 
of  this  has  grown,  in  fact  has  outgrown  its  limits,  because  the  demand 
is  so  great  that  it  is  impossible  to  satisfy  the  community  as  a whole. 
The  result  of  the  demand  by  the  aged  upon  the  Domestic  Help  Service 
is  that  the  recovery  rate  is  consequently  low.  The  cost  to  the  rate- 
payers of  the  Service  is  infinitely  much  greater  than  it  ought  to  be  were 
the  Service  confined  to  those  people  who  require  the  services  of  a 
Domestic  Help  for  a limited  period  of  illness. 

It  would  then  be  possible  to  increase  the  recovery  rate  and  thus 
reduce  the  total  expenditure.  It  has  been  found  locally  also,  that  a 
number  of  the  elderly  people  are  living  on  the  interest  of  invested 
capital  which  nowadays  does  not  go  very  far.  However,  on  the  death 
of  the  person  the  money  passes  to  relatives  who  have  not  bothered 
themselves  to  care  for  their  aged  parents  yet  their  legacy  is  being  sub- 
sidised by  the  local  rate-payers.  I do  feel  very  strongly  that  powers 
should  be  given  to  Local  Authorities  in  such  cases  to  claim  justly  a 
portion  of  the  legacy  in  reimbursement  of  the  amount  expended  on  the 
provision  of  Domestic  Help. 

I think  perhaps  too  it  might  be  wise  to  introduce  a type  of  night 
service.  For  this  purpose  a class  of  person  between  a Nurse  and  a 
Domestic  Help  ought  to  be  recruited.  It  is  now  that  thought  should  be 
given  to  the  possibilities  of  such  a Service  before  it  is  too  late  and  the 
problem  of  the  aged  has  grown  beyond  the  present  realization  of  the 
Local  Health  Authorities. 


9.  VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


In  vaccination  and  immunisation  we  have  preventive  medicine  in 
its  active  sense.  There  is  no  doubt  whatsoever  that  the  campaign  for 
the  promotion  of  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  has  been  responsible 
tor  the  almost  disappearance  of  the  disease  and  most  certainly  for  the 
tremendous  reduction  in  mortality.  It  is  also  very  satisfying  to  know 
that  people  have  realized  the  value  of  vaccination  against  smallpox. 


In  both  fields,  however.  Local  Health  Authorities,  Public  Health 
Departments,  Nursing  Services,  etc.,  etc.,  should  seize  every  oppor- 
umty  that  may  present  itself  to  emphasize  how  important  it  is  to  take 
this  method  of  protection  not  only  for  the  individual  but  for  the 
community  at  large.  This  is  one  of  the  branches  of  the  Health  Service 
where  there  should  be  no  slackening  of  the  propaganda  campaign. 
People  as  a rule  tend  to  become  complacent  in  the  absence  of  epidemics 
and  where  there  is  no  fear  of  any  personal  scaring  or  incapacity.  How- 
ever, so  soon  as  the  slightest  whisper  of  an  epidemic  is  heard  there  is  a 
panic  rush  to  seek  such  protection  as  can  be  obtained  even  when  the 
enemy  is  knocking  at  the  door.  How  much  easier  it  would  have  been 
to  have  looked  to  the  defences  and  ensure  their  efficiency  by  frequent 
esting  when  there  was  no  word  of  any  impending  attack. 
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Tt  is  to  be  favourably  commented  upon  that  even  with  the  removal 
of  compulsory^ Vaccination  there  has  not  been  a great  slackening 
locallv  By  repeated  talks,  film  shows,  etc.,  the  people  do  realize  how 
important  it  is  to  obtain  this  easy  method  of  protection  against  the 
ravages  of  smallpox  and  the  threat  of  Diphtheria. 

It  has  been  the  practice  in  Falkirk  for  the  past  number  of  years  to 
combine  whooping  cough  with  that  of  Diphtheria  immunisation  and 
we  find  that  this  is  the  best  way  as  it  obviates  double  injections. 


The  following  is  a note  of  the 

B.C.G.  Vaccinations  carried  out 

during  the  year  1952  : — 
(1)  Nurses 

Tuberculin 
tested 
M F 

— 32 

Negative 
re-actors 
M F 

— 12 

Vaccinated 
during  1952 
M F 

— 9 

(2)  Medical  Students 

(3)  Contacts 

(4)  Special  Groups  not  included  in 
(1)  to  (3)  above 

67  85 

19  22 

11  9 

(a)  School  leavers 

— 1 

(b)  New  born  babies 

(5)  Others 

— — 

— — 

10.  PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

Unde,  this  heeding  I 

sss£ 

b>  ~re 

emphatic  must  instead  of  may. 

<*»  tithS1 ‘^evu^gS?  — «» 


some 
to  a safe  level. 


case 

r would  be  a"  u t^mitte'of  the  Local  Health  Committee  or  no, 
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is  hard  to  decide.  Personally,  I feel  the  need  for  consolidating  under 
one  Committee  the  whole  problem  of  care  and  after-care.  It  is  unwise 
to  establish  too  many  Committees  to  deal  with  separate  and  individual 
branches  within  the  scope  of  this  particular  Section  of  the  National 
Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act  of  1 947. 

11.  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Apart  from  Measles  and  occasional  outbreaks  of  Sonne  or  other 
types  of  Dysentery  there  have  been  no  particular  epidemics  in  the  area 
over  the  past  few  years.  The  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  is  greatly 
decreased  and  Diphtheria  is  almost  non-existent.  It  is  satisfactory  to 
report  that  there  have  been  no  deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases.  Notifi- 
cations are  received  from  General  Practitioners  in  the  normal  way  and 
also  much  information  is  obtained  through  the  School  Medical  Service 
now  that  this  has  come  under  the  supervision  of  the  Local  Health 
Department.  Frequently  it  is  possible  to  trace  back  from  the  school 
illnesses  which  are  considered  at  home  as  of  minor  importance,  but 
which  subsequently  prove  to  be  of  an  infectious  nature.  One  or  two 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  have  thus  been  traced  in  this  manner. 

With  regard  to  laboratory  service  this  is  done  through  the  Glasgow 
Corporation  and  also  through  the  recently  established  Laboratory  in 
the  Stirling  and  Falkirk  area. 

Treatment  of  Infectious  Disease  is  now  not  the  concern  of  the  Local 
Health  Department  but  of  late  there  has  been  an  increasing  number  of 
cases  particularly  of  Scarlet  Fever  nursed  at  home.  This  is  of  course 
only  with  the  approval  of  the  Health  Department  and  is  carried  out 
under  the  Health  Department’s  supervision.  Here  I may  mention  we 
are  very  fortunate  in  having  complete  co-operation  with  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Department. 


12.  MENTAL  HEALTH 

So  far  as  mental  health  is  concerned  little  has  been  done  up  to  the 
moment  in  implementing  the  Scheme  laid  out  formerly.  It  is  hoped 
in  the  very  near  future  to  establish  a local  voluntary  association  for 
the  care  of  and  after-care  of  the  mentally  ill  and  the  mentally  handi- 
capped but  like  all  voluntary  organisations  this  takes  a considerable 
amount  of  arranging  and  perhaps  in  subsequent  reports  it  may  be 
possible  to  give  a fuller  account  of  what  is  established. 

Up  to  date  no  arrangements  are  made  for  the  setting  up  of  occupa- 
tion centres  but  doubtless  this  will  emerge  from  the  voluntary  associa- 
tion which  we  hope  to  have  in  the  very  near  future. 

So  far  as  the  availability  of  medical  officers,  etc.,  liaison  has  now 
een  established  between  our  health  and  welfare  Departments  and  the 
Mental  Hospital  at  Bellsdyke  and  the  Mental  Institution  at  Larbert. 
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So  far  as  home  supervision  of  mental  defectives  under  guardianship 
this  is  carried  out  by  the  Local  Health  Department  in  conjunction 
with  the  Social  Welfare  Officer.  The  arrangement  works  very  well 
and  there  is  complete  harmony  between  the  two  departments. 

13.  NURSERIES 

There  are  three  Day  Nurseries  within  the  Burgh.  These  have 
places  for  about  45  children,  the  majority  of  those  places  are  taken  up 
but  the  attendance  varies  considerably  largely  controlled  by  climatic  and 
epidemiological  conditions.  It  has  been  found  that  in  those  Nurseries 
limited  to  children  between  the  ages  of  two  to  five  the  attendance  is 
lower  as  this  is  the  period  when  epidemic  diseases  is  more  prevalent. 
In  those  Nurseries  where  there  is  a large  number  of  children  under  two 
the  average  attendance  is  rather  higher.  Recently  we  have  had  out- 
breaks of  Sonne  Dysentery,  the  source  of  which  was  outwith  the 
Nurseries  and  as  is  well  known  the  symptoms  passing  off  quickly  the 
child  returning  to  the  Nursery  still  excreting  the  organisms  in  an  in- 
fective state.  There  is  no  alternative  under  those  conditions  but  to 
close  the  Nursery  for  a period  and  issue  instructions  to  the  parents  to 
seek  medical  advice  and  in  co-operation  with  the  Health  Visitors, 
specimens  are  taken  and  the  medical  treatment  supervised. 

It  is  found  that  the  Day  Nurseries  are  forming  an  important  part 
of  the  Child  Welfare  Service  and  the  tendency  now  is  to  send  to 
the  Nurseries,  children  whose  health  is  below  standard  rather  than  admit 
children  of  mothers  who  are  working  more  from  an  economic  stand- 
point than  from  any  contribution  to  the  nation. 

So  far  no  policy  has  been  determined  with  regard  to  residential 
nurseries  and  although  it  would  be  an  asset  one  must  await  the  product 
of  the  future  to  establish  this  most  useful  addition  to  the  Local  Health 
Service. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 

There  is  a meeting  once  a month  for  the  mothers,  arranged  through 
the  Health  Department  at  which  appropriate  films  are  shown  and  a 
talk  is  given.  The  attendance  varies  according  to  the  weather.  The 
accommodation  is  most  limited  in  the  meantime  and  though  a good 
cross  section  of  the  mothers  attend  it  would  be  perhaps  better  to  extend 
the  scope  and  vary  the  type  of  the  lectures.  By  this  is  meant  that  parent- 
craft  and  mother-craft  classes  would  be  ideal  with  perhaps  occasional 
demonstrations  on  cookery  and  a few  talks  on  diet  in  so  far  as  proper 
balance,  etc.,  are  concerned.  It  is  hoped  that  when  the  new  central 
clinic  has  been  established  within  the  Burgh  facilities  for  the  above  will 
be  available. 

With  regard  to  Accidents  in  the  Home  this  is  dealt  with  under  the 
same  Scheme  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  be  also  expanded  in  the 
future. 

I would  like  to  say  how  gratified  we  are  to  the  Scottish  Council 
for  Health  Education  for  their  valuable  assistance. 
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CLINIC  PREMISES 

There  is  still  no  final  decision  as  to  the  future  development  of 
clinic  services  within  the  Burgh.  Plans  have  been  prepared  and  it  is 
hoped  that  in  the  near  future  the  policy  with  regard  to  clinics  will  be 
determined.  I would  put  forward  a suggestion  that  in  addition  to  a 
central  clinic  to  provide  all  services,  a mobile  clinic  might  be  pro- 
vided for  the  housing  development  going  on  at  the  periphery  of  the  Burgh. 

CREMATORIUM 

I again  would  stress  that  within  an  area  so  limited  as  Falkirk  a 
crematorium  is  most  essential.  The  time  will  soon  come  when  no 
more  ground  will  be  available  to  extend  the  cemetery  and  with  the 
pressing  need  for  more  and  still  more  houses  land  is  becoming  more 
difficult  to  obtain  and  it  will  come  to  a point  when  it  will  be  a question 
of  the  living  or  the  dead  staking  a claim  for  land. 

HOUSING 

During  the  past  year  many  people  have  been  re-housed  on  grounds 
of  ill-health,  tuberculosis  of  course  taking  priority. 

So  often  has  it  been  stated  that  the  higher  the  standard  of  housing 
the  higher  the  standard  of  health.  It  is  perhaps  interesting  to  state 
here  that  as  re-housing  has  increased  so  infectious  disease  has  decreased. 
It  is  only  under  housing  conditions  of  a high  standard  that  the  principles 
of  health  preservation  can  be  fully  carried  out. 

It  would  be  most  fitting  here  for  me  to  express  my  thanks  to  the 
House  Manager  for  his  close  co-operation  with  my  Department  in  the 
re-housing  of  the  unfit. 


I take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  the  Nursing 
Superintendent  and  her  staff  for  the  excellent  work  performed  through- 
out the  year.  The  co-operation  of  the  Nursing  Service  with  other 
branches  of  the  Department  ensures  harmony  and  efficiency. 

I would  extend  also  my  thanks  to  Mr.  French,  Sanitary  Inspector, 
for  the  excerpts  from  his  report.  To  him  and  his  staff  I express  my 
appreciation  for  their  co-operation  especially  in  Infectious  Disease 
supervision.  It  is  largely  due  to  this  combination  of  the  two  branches 
that  infections  are  kept  so  closely  under  control. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Dr.  Carter  and  his  staff  in  the  City  of 
Glasgow  Laboratory  and  Dr.  Rankin,  the  County  Pathologist  for  their 
valuable  assistance  during  the  year. 

I would  thank  my  clerical  staff  for  their  loyal  support  and  the 
patience  they  have,  also  for  the  pleasant  manner  with  which  they  deal 
with  the  many  queries  from  the  variety  of  people  calling  at  the 
Department.  Lastly  and  by  no  means  least  I would  thank  the  Local 
Practitioners  for  their  valuable  assistance  and  close  co-operation  with  my 
Department  at  all  times. 


ith  Ral 
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Principal  Statistical  Facts  showing  Falkirk’s  position  for 
the  Year  1952 


Scotland 

Large  Burghs 

Falkirk 

Counties 
of  Cities 

Large 

Burghs 

Population  (Total  at  30th 
June,  1952)  

5,114,200 

1,923,400 

836,600 

37,179 

Birth-rate  per  1 ,000 

17-7 

17-5 

18-4 

15*3 

Death-rate  

120 

12-6 

11-5 

12-6 

All  Tuberculosis  Nos. 

1,611 

825 

295 

8 

Rates 

0-32 

0-43 

0-35 

0-22 

Respiratory  Nos. 

1,404 

731 

261 

6 

Tuberculosis  Rates 

0-27 

0-38 

0 31 

016 

Total  Deaths  

61,511 

24,144 

9,620 

468 

<D 

C/3 

Measles  

22 

9 

3 

— 

<u 

5 

Scarlet  Fever  

5 

2 

1 

— 

o 

a 

Whooping  Cough 

26 

3 

4 

— 

T3 

’£ 

W 

Diphtheria  

8 

7 

1 

— 

IS 

.2* 

c 

Influenza 

316 

155 

43 

— 

Cu 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 

3,907 

1,929 

647 

45 

Illegitimate  Births  per  cent, 
of  Total  Births 

4-8 

5-1 

3-9 

4-2 

Infant  Mortality 

35 

36 

37 

51 

Total  Births  

90,422 

33,638 

15,422 

567 

Deaths  from  all  Puerperal 
Causes 

92 

32 

15 

Deaths  from  Puerperal 
Sepsis  

22 

7 

4 

Deaths  from  other  Puer- 
peral Conditions 

70 

25 

11 

— 

Cl.’z 

All  Puerperal  Conditions 

102 

0-95 

0-97 

O CO 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0-24 

0-21 

0-26 

— 

£o 

£ 05 

Q° 

Other  Puerperal  Conditions 

0-77 

0*74 

0-71 

COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  PAST  TEN  YEARS 
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Comparative  Table  of  Births  for  the  past  Ten  Years 


Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Illegitimate 

Birth- 

rate 

Percentage 

Illegitimate 

1943 

297 

292 

589 

40 

14-9 

6-8 

1944 

337 

329 

666 

59 

15  0 

8-9 

1945 

297 

286 

583 

38 

14-6 

6-5 

1946 

431 

349 

780 

54 

20-3 

6-9 

1947 

399 

405 

804 

31 

20  9 

3-9 

1948 

379 

328 

707 

31 

18  -4 

4-4 

1949 

354 

305 

659 

38 

17-1 

5-8 

1950 

305 

283 

588 

29 

15-4 

4-9 

1951 

319 

277 

596 

24 

15  9 

4 0 

1952 

301 

266 

567 

24 

15-3 

4-2 

Comparative  Table  of  Infantile  Deaths  for  the  past 
Ten  Years 


Year 

Number  of  Deaths 

Death  of  Infants 
per  1000  Births 

1943 

31 

53  -0 

1944 

30 

45  -0 

1945 

36 

62  0 

1946 

45 

58  0 

1947 

34 

42  -0 

1948 

26 

37  0 

1949 

33 

50  0 

1950 

19 

32  0 

1951 

25 

42  0 

1952 

29 

51  0 

Comparative  Table  of  Deaths  for  the  past  Ten  Years 


Year 

Number  of  Deaths 
Registered 

Death-rate 

Population 

1943 

453 

13 -5 

33,663 

1944 

462 

13  -6 

33,971 

1945 

453 

13  -2 

34,227 

1946 

461 

12-7 

36,700 

1947 

454 

13  0 

38,435 

1948 

435 

12-5 

38,499 

1949 

593 

11  -5 

38,449 

1950 

608 

12-8 

38,206 

1951 

555 

11  -7 

37,594 

1952 

468 

12-6 

37,179 

FALKIRK  TOWN  COUNCIL 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSING  SERVICE 


Report  for  year  ending — 31st  December,  1952 


Home  Nursing 


Cases  carried  forward  from  previous  year  174 

New  Cases  1 ,099 


1,273 


916 

76 

84 

197 


1,273 


30,275 

4,610 

2,926 

904 


38,715 


Re-visits  Total 

1,069  1,232 

278  823 


54  476 

6,790  7,335 

7,592  8,173 

2,032  2,072 

271  278 

276  524 


20,913 


Number  of  Supervisory  Visits  paid  to  Redding  House  144 


Health  Visiting 

1 st  visit 


Ante-Natal  163 

Post-Natal  545 

Visits  re  suitability  of  pts.  seek- 
ing admission  to  F.R.I.  for 

confinement  422 

Infants  54  5 

Children — 1-5  yrs 581 

T uberculosis — Supervisory  40 

T uberculosis — Nursing  7 

Contacts  of  pts.  suffering  from 
infectious  diseases  248 


Nature  of  Cases  Nursed 

Medical  No.  of  pts.  846  No.  of  visits 

Surgical  „ „ „ 266  „ „ „ 

Maternity  „ „ „ 161  „ „ „ 

Supervisory  visits  to  Getriatic  pts 


Results 

Convalescent  

Transferred  to  Hospital  

Died  

Remaining  on  Register  
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CLINIC  ATTENDANCES 
Meadow  Street  Clinic 


1st  visit  Re-visit  1 st  visit  Re-visit 

Ante-Natal  422  4 Tuberculosis  38  728 

Infants  194  2,167  Do.  Contacts  152  1,064 

Children — 1-5  yrs.  65  614  Light  Therapy  96  1,733 

Scabies  14  56 


581  2,785  200  3,581 


IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 

Diphtheria  Whooping  Cough  and 

Immunisation  Diphtheria  Immunisation 


A.P.T. — D.P.P. — 


1st  Injection 

6 

1st  Injection 

94 

2nd  Injection 

5 

2nd  Injection 

106 

Boosting  Dose 

4 

3rd  Injection 

74 

Whooping  Cough 

1st  Injection  

3 

2nd  Injection  

4 

3rd  Injection  

6 

Vaccinations  

63 

Patch  Tests  done 

152 

Montoux  ,,  „ 

25 

B.C.G.  Vaccinations 

20 

Camelon  Clinic 

1 st  visit 

Re-visit 

Total  Attendance 

Infants  106 

1,091 

1,197 

Children — 1-5  years  36 

162 

198 

1,395 


Diphtheria  Whooping  Cough  and 

Immunisation  Diphtheria  Immunisation 


A.P.T.  D.P.P  — 

1st  Injection  4 1st  Injection  87 

2nd  Injection  6 2nd  Injection  90 

Boosting  Dose 3 3rd  Injection  79 


Whooping  Cough Nil 

Vaccinations  53 


Day  Nurseries  (including  24-hour  Nurseries)  as  at  end  of  Year 


21 


22 


MIDWIFERY 

(i)  Total  No.  of  births  occurring  in  the  area  during  year— that  is 
before  correction  for  mother’s  residence  .— 

Live  Births,  1,019.  Still  Births,  34.  Total,  1,053. 

(ii)  Total  No.  of  births  in  (i)  occurring  in  institutions  (including 
private  maternity  homes),  889. 

(iii)  No.  of  births  in  (i)  occurring  at  home, 

Live,  163.  Still,  1.  Total,  164. 

(iv)  No.  of  births  in  (iii)  classified  to  show  nature  of  attendance 
at  birth  : — 


1 

1 

Cases  dealt  with  under  Section 
23  (2)  of  the  National  Health 
Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947 

Other  domiciliary 

cases 

Total 

Doctor 
engaged 
and 
present 
at  con-  | 
finement  i 

I 

Doctor 
engaged 
and  not 
present 
at  con- 
finement 

Midwife 

alone 

(no 

doctor 

engaged) 

i 

Doctor  , 
engaged 

Midwife 

alone 

(no 

doctor 

engaged) 

Without 

doctor 

or 

midwife 

(a)  Midwives  employed  by 
the  Authority  (includ- 
ing those  engaged  on  a 
fee-per-case  basis) 

i 

j 

14 

147 



1 - 

161 

(b)  Midwives  employed  by 
Voluntary  Organisations 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

(c)  Midwives  employed  by 
Hospital  Boards  of 
Management 



— 

— 

— 

(d)  Private  practising  mid- 
wives 

— 

- 

3 

— 

— 

3 

(0  Totals 

14 

147  ; - 

1 

3 

“ 

164 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  ANALGESICS 

(tf)  No.  of  domiciliary  midwives  in  the  area  qualified  to  administer 
gas  and  air  analgesia  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Central  Midwives  Board  for  Scotland 

the  year  °midliary  midwives  who  received  their  training  during 

No.  of  sets  of  Apparatus  for  the  administration  of  gas  and  air 
in  use  in  the  area  at  3 1 st  December,  1 952 

No.  of  sets  on  order  at  31st  December,  1952 

No.  of  cases  in  which  gas  and  air  was  administeres  by  midwives 
in  domiciliary  practice  during  the  year  (including  cases  attended 
by  hospital  midwives  undertaking  domiciliary  cases) 

(/)  No  of  cases  in  which  pethidine  was  administered  by  mid  wives 

“ dHc‘llaury  ?raftice,  during  the  year  (including  cases 
attended  by  hospital  midwives  undertaking  domiciliary  cases) 

No.  of  Cars  in  use  by  midwives  at  31st  December,  1952 


(*) 

(c) 

id) 

(e) 


10 
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HEALTH  VISITING 


1 

No.  of  Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors  during  year 

Expectant 

Mothers 

Children  under 
1 year  of  age 

Children 
between  the 
ages  of  1 and  5 

First 

Visits 

Total 
J Visits 

First 

Visits 

1 Total 
Visits 

First 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

Health  Visitors 
employed  by  the 
Authority* 

19 

(Nursing  Visits) 

422 

476 

545 

7,335 

581 

8,173 

Tuberc 

Ca« 

:ulosis 

ses 

Other 

Cases 

Total 

Visits 

Paid 

First 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

First 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

320 

2,332 

278 

935 

19,251 

Health  Visitors 
employed  by 
Voluntary 
Organisations  .... 

N 

il 

Thl  Q members  of  Nursing  Service  are  certified  midwives, 
ifie  Service  is  a combined  one  and  no  absolute  figures  can 
be  given  for  midwives. 
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DOMESTIC  HELPS 

(1)  No.  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  at  end  of  year 

(a)  Whole  time 

(b)  Part  time 

(c)  Retaining  fee  basis  

(2)  No.  of  cases  for  which  Helps  were  provided  during  the  year 

(3)  No.  of  cases  in  (II)  provided  on  account  of  : 

chronic  sick 
Acute  sick 

Confinements  : — 

(a)  At  home 

(b)  In  hospital 


39 

14 

25 

14 

141 

81 

35 

18 

7 


HOME  NURSING 


No.  of  Cases  attended  by 
Home  Nurses  under 
arrangements  made  under 
this  Section 

(exclusive  of  midwifery) 

No.  of  Visits  paid  by 
Nurses  to  these  Cases 

Home  Nurses  employed 
directly  by  the  Authority* 
19 

1,118 

35,789 

Home  Nurses  employed  by 
Voluntary  Organisations 

— 

— 

25 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 
(1)  Ante-natal  and  post-natal  service 


No.  of  Clinics 
provided  at  end 
of  year  whether 
held  at  Child 
Welfare  Clinics  or 
other  premises 

No.  of  women 
who  attended  at 
the  Clinics  during 
the  year 

Total  No.rof 
attendances  "made 
by  women  during 
the  year 

Local  Health  Authority  Clinics— 
Ante-natal  Clinics 
Post-natal  Clinics 

— 

1 

422 

428 

Clinics  provided  by  Voluntary 
Organisations — 

Ante-natal  Clinics 
Post-natal  Clinics 

""  1 

I 

1 

j 

1 

— 

(2)  Child  Welfare  Ciinics 


j 

| 

1 No.  of  Clinics 
provided  at  end 
of  year 

No.  of  children 
who  first  attended 
the  Clinics  during 
year  and  who  on 
the  date  of  their 
first  attendance 
were  : — 

f 

Total  No.  of 
attendances  made 
during  year  by 
children  who  at 
end  of  year 
were  : — 

Under  1 
year  of 
age 

Over  1 
year  of 
age 

Under  1 
year  of 
age 

Over  1 
year  of 
age 

Local  Health  Authority  Clinics 

2 

300 

95 

3664 

887 

Clinics  provided  by  Voluntary 
Organisations 

— 

— 
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SCHOOL  NURSING  SERVICES 

118 
384 
78 


REPORT  ON  MIDWIFERY  CASES 

Number  of  patients 

Number  of  cases  where  doctor  was  present  at  birth 
Number  of  cases  where  medical  aid  was  sent  for — - 
During  labour  or  puerperium 

For  infant 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital — 

Before  delivery  

After  delivery  

Number  of  forceps  deliveries  , 

Number  of  mothers  in  whom  a temperature  of  100°F.  was  observed 
on  any  two  occasions  and  was  sustained  for  24  hours 

Number  of  still  births 

Number  of  infants  dying  within  48  hours  after  birth 


Number  of  Medical  Inspections  attended  

Number  of  Class  Inspections  paid— No  Doctor  present 
Number  of  “ Follow-up  ” Visits  paid  to  homes  of  school  children 
Number  of  Minor  Ailments  treated  at  Clinic 

No.  ofPts.  48  No.  of  attendances  158 


Provision  of  Materials  given  out  to  Local  Practitioners  for  Immunisation 

Purposes 


Diphtheria  Antitoxin 
Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid 
Diphtheria  Pertussis  Prophylactic 


20,000  units 
10  c.c.s. 

163  c.c.s. 


Provision  of  Insulin— (Now  discontinued) 

Five  females  who  are  suffering  from  Diabetes  were  supplied  with 
insulin  in  tubes  of  : — 

20  units  per  c.c.  60 

Protamine  Zinc  Insulin 

40  units  per  c.c.  270 


Total  number  of  tubes  issued 

In  accordance  with  D.H.S.  Circular  No.  84/1951 

The  Number  of  Maternity  Outfits  given  out 
to  Ante-natal  patients  was  
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SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICES 
January  — December  1952 


INSPECTION 


Schools 

Year  of  Birth 

Follow- 

Special 

— 

1947 

1943 

1939 

1936 

up 

Cases 

Totals 

Technical 

High 

Camelon 

Victoria 

Bainsford 

Carmuirs 

Comely  Park 

St.  Francis 

Northern 

59 

116 

117 

91 

100 

72 

21 

40 

91 

92 
50 
81 
95 
36 

278 

186 

39 

36 

50 

13 

56 

290 

196 

202 

209 

201 

243 

205 

328 

66 

34 

59 

32 

76 

64 

51 

119 

23 

615 
497 
1 366 

448 
486 
484 
437 
664 
146 

Total 

576 

485 

589  | 

69 

1940 

484  1 

4143 

DEFECTS 


Schools 

Eyes 

Ear,  Nose 
and  Throat 

Tonsils 

Nits 

Excluded  Nits 
and  Vermin 

Technical 

40 

High 

24 

j 

4 

2 

69 

— 

Camelon 

26 

6 

— 

Victoria 

1 ] 

1 J 
£ 

1 

65 

1 

Bainsford 

18 

o 

7 

— 

27 

— 

Carmuirs 

22 

10 

46 

2 

Comely  Park 

35 

j 

g 

54 

3 

St.  Francis 

42 

■j 

1 

20 

— 

Northern 

23 

j 

5 

2 

83 

1 

2 

Total 

241 

63 

6 

371 

8 

IMMUNISATION 


Schools 

Place 

Boosting 

1st  Inj. 

2nd  Inj. 

Refused 

Technical 

High 

Camelon 

Victoria 

Bainsford 

Carmuirs 

Comely  Park 

St.  Francis 

Northern 

Camelon  Clinic 
Meadow  Street 
Meadow  Street 
Camelon  Clinic 
Meadow  Street 
Meadow  Street 
Meadow  Street 

31 

41 

61 

59 

58 

66 

16 

2 

17 

9 

15 

16 
12 

1 

2 

5 

1 

5 

5 

14 

10 

8 

5 

12 

1 

Total 
• 

332 

72 

13 

55 
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REPORT  ON  MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

1952 

Number  of  Lunatics  admitted  to  Hospital 30 

Number  of  Voluntary  Patients  admitted  to  Hospital  14 

Number  of  Lunatics  on  Licence  — 

Number  of  Lunatics  under  Guardianship 

Number  of  Mental  Defectives  admitted  to  Certified 

Institution  3 

Number  of  Mental  Defectives  placed  under  Guardianship  — 

Number  of  Mental  Defectives  placed  during  year  3 

Number  of  Mental  Defectives  on  Licence  from  Institution 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  FOR 
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IMMUNISATIONS  CARRIED  OUT  AT  CLINICS  AND  BY 
THE  LOCAL  PRACTITIONERS 


COMBINED  INJECTION 

DIPHTHERIA  A.P.T.  & WHOOPING  COUGH  VACCINE 
Return  for  period  from  1st  January,  1952,  to  31st  December,  1952 


Year  of  birth 
of  persons 

Number  of  children  who  com- 
pleted a full  course  of  immunisa- 
tion during  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1952 

Number  of  maintenance  inocu- 
lations given  during  the  year 
ended  December,  1952 

1952 

24 

— 

1951 

207 

— 

1950 

47 

— 

1949 

17 

— 

1948 

9 

— 

1947 

5 

— 

1946 

3 

— 

1945 

— 

— 

1944 

— 

— 

1943 

— 

— 

1942 

— 

— 

1941 

— 

— 

1940 

■ — 

— 

1939 

— 

— 

1938 

— 

— 

1937 

or  earlier 

— 

— 

Total 

312 

— 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION,  1952 
Return  for  period  from  1st  January,  1952,  to  31st  December,  1952 


Year  of  birth 
of  persons 

Number  of  children  who  com- 
pleted a full  course  of  immunisa- 
tion during  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1952 

Number  of  maintenance  inocu- 
lations given  during  the  year 
ended  December,  1952 

1952 

1 

— 

1951 

32 

— 

1950 

4 

— 

1949 

2 

— 

1948 

2 

1 

1947 

11 

131 

1946 

48 

146 

1945 

3 

4 

1944 

— 

— 

1943 

— 

2 

1942 

— 

3 

1941 

— 

— 

1940 

— 

— 

1939 

— 

1 

1938 

— 

— 

1937 

or  earlier 

— 

— J 

Total 

103 

288 

Return  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  Notified  during  the  Year 
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NUMBER  OF  CASES  NOTIFIED  AS  SUFFERING  FROM 
TUBERCULOSIS 
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Return  of  Number  of  Persons  resident  in  the  area  at  31st  December,  1952,  who  were  known 

to  be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis 
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Return  of  Number  of  Persons  who  Died  from  Tuberculosis  in  the  area  during  the  year  with  particulars  as  to  period 
elapsing  between  Notification  and  Death  and  between  Discharge  from  an  Institution  and  Death 
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Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 


Pneumonia,  Acute  Influenzal 
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YEAR  1952 


Infectious  Diseases 

Ware 

1 

1 Ware 
2 

l Ward 
3 

l Ware 
4 

l Ware 
5 

l Total 

Chickenpox 

8 

15 

— 

7 

21 

51 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever .... 

70 

25 

4 

12 

60 

10 

61 

39 

234 

31 

21 

99 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

9 

1 

6 

4 

6 

26 

Erysipelas 

2 

— 

2 



7 

11 

Primary  Pneumonia  .... 

11 

2 

2 

3 

6 

24 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

1 

__ 

2 

I nfluenzal  Pneumonia 

3 

1 

— 

1 

_ 

5 

Para-Typhoid  B 
Dysentery 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

10 

1 

— 

12 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 



1 

Pneumonia  (not  otherwise  notifiable) 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

11 

5 

— 

13 

7 

36 

Non/Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

4 

3 

— 

1 

1 

9 

Total 

145 

31 

88 

131 

118  j 

513 
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Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  Ten  Years 


Disease 

943 

944 

945  1 

L946  1 

.947  1 

948  : 

1949  1 

[950  1 

951 

1952 

Diphtheria 

33 

103 

82 

54 

47 

36 

— 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

33 

24 

14 

17 

16 

18 

11 

10 

11 

1 1 

Scarlet  Fever 

94 

201 

97 

60 

93 

189 

67 

67 

50 

99 

Puerperal  Fever 

4 

3 

4 

4 

7 

2 

2 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

10 

12 

6 

4 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

6 

4 

5 

— 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

4 

1 

2 

2 

— 

2 

1 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis .... 

— 

2 

1 

— 

9 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Primary  Pneumonia 

49 

48 

46 

79 

66 

52 

71 

79 

70 

24 

Influenzal  Pneumonia 

15 

7 



4 

— 

6 

32 

33 

33 

5 

Pneumonia  (otherwise  not 

C 

4 

6 

4 

4 

9 



1 

2 

notifiable) 

J 

Chickenpox 

1 

2 

37 

1 

— 

— 

— 

18 

18 

51 

Dysentery  .... 

16 

101 

405 

82 

21 

8 

4 

69 

95 

12 

Measles 

27 

367 

178 

523 

33 

432 

120 

375 

655 

234 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

12 

17 

- 

9 

— 

1 

70 

107 

I 26 

Undulant  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

I 



1 

6 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis 

i 

Para-Typhoid  A 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Para-Typhoid  B 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Malaria 

1 

_ 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

'1  - 

1 

1 

i — 

■ 

— i 



Totals 

28* 

5 892  | 89: 

1 1 

1 84^ 

> 315 

1 

1 

i 762  32^ 

l 731 

104 

6 468 
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GLASGOW  BACTERIOLOGICAL  LABORATORY 

Bacteriological  Examinations  carried  out  for  the  Burgh  of  Falkirk 
for  the  Year  1952 


Diphtheria — swabs 
Haemolytic  streptococci— swabs 
Staphylococcai  infections — swabs,  etc. 

Enterica  Group—  faeces  4,  blood  18 
Salmonella  Group — faeces 
Dysentery  Group — faeces 
Occult  Blood— faeces 
Worms — faeces 

Chemical  Examination — Urine 
Undulant  Fever— blood 

Trichomonas  

Wassermann  Test— blood 
V.D.G. — smears 
Organisms— urine  6;  sputum  1 
Tuberculosis— (microscopical)— 

Sputum  for  T.B.,  etc. 

Urine 

Pleural  Fluid 

Pus 

Faeces 

Tuberculosis  (biological)— 

Gastric  juice 

Urine 

Pus 

Sputum 

Faeces 

Fluid  (pleural  6,  synovial  1,  cerebro-spinal  1) 


Positive  Totals 
55 

14  43 

1 

22 

5 45 

43  218 

1 
1 
1 

10 

9 48 

— 3 

— 48 

7 

233  690 

6 

— 3 

— 4 

— 1 

— 8 

— 2 

— 5 

— 2 
1 

— 8 


1,233 
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DEATHS  AND  DEATH  RATES  IN  OTHER  PRINCIPAL 

DISEASES 

Pneumonia — There  were  18  deaths  from  all  forms  of  Pneumonia 
during  the  year  1952,  of  which  13  were  males  and  5 were  females. 
This  was  equal  to  an  annual  death  rate  of  0.5  per  1,000  of  the  popu- 
lation. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases — Including  Bronchitis,  there  were  37 
deaths  from  Respiratory  Diseases.  There  were  20  males  and  1 7 females. 
The  figure  for  1951  was  26  deaths.  The  Death  Rate  for  1952  is  0.1  per 
1,000  of  the  population. 

Cancer — There  were  85  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year,  48 
males  and  37  females,  giving  an  annual  death  rate  of  2.3  per  1,000  of 
the  population. 

Vascular  Diseases — Heart  Disease  and  Circulatory  Diseases — There 
were  1 26  deaths  from  Disease  of  the  Heart  of  which  70  were  males  and 
56  females.  Rheumatic  heart,  1 male,  5 females.  Arteriosclerotic  and 
degenerative  heart,  65  males  and  41  females.  Other  heart  diseases  4 
males  and  2 females.  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease,  8 females. 
Deaths  from  Circulatory  Diseases — Vascular  lesions,  32  males  and  38 
females.  Hypertension,  3 males  and  6 females.  Other  circulatory 
diseases,  7 males  and  5 females.  The  total  number  of  deaths  from 
circulatory  diseases  is  91,  which  is  equal  to  an  annual  death  rate  of 
2.03.  During  the  year  there  were  70  deaths  from  Vascular  Diseases. 
Deaths  from  Vascular  Diseases  account  for  10  per  cent,  of  the  total 
deaths  in  the  Burgh. 


PRINCIPAL  EPIDEMIC  DISEASES 

Scarlet  Fever — There  were  99  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified 
during  1952.  There  were  no  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 


East  25 

West 12 

Middle  10 

North  31 

Camelon  21 

Erysipelas — There  were  1 1 cases  of  Erysipelas  notified  during  the 
year  1952.  Three  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 

East  2 

West 

Middle  2 

North  — 

Camelon  7 
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be  2?  dlstnbution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows 

west 11 

Middle  2 

North  - 

Camelon  \ 

6 

Influenzal  Pneumonia— There  were  5 a • 

year  1952.  3 cases  notlned  during  the 

Tbe  £?  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows 

West  ^ 

Middle  * 

North  ~ 

Camelon 


1952. 


Puerperal  Fever-There  were  2 cases  notified  during  the  year 


The  Has[d  dlstnbution  of  tlle  cases  was  as  follows 
North 


1952MTh!f  w7herC  W1re.23,4  Cases  of  Measles  notified  during  the  vear 
notified  WaS  3 mark6d  d6CreaSe  from  1951  -hen  655  S C 

The  Sd  distribution  of  the  cases  -as  as  follows 

West  Z 70 

Middle  Z 

North  60 

Camelon  ^ 

during“t  °therwise  notifiable)-There  were  2 cases  notified 
The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows 

Middle  j 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : 

West  ~ 

Middle  * 

North  ~ 

Camelon  ^ 
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Whooping  Cough — There  were  26  cases  of  Whooping  Cough 
notified  during  the  year  1952.  This  was  a decrease  from  1951  when 
107  cases  were  notified. 


The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows 

East  

West 

Middle  

North 

Camelon 


9 

l 

6 

4 

6 


Chickenpox — There  were  51  cases  of  Chickenpox  notified  during 
the  year  1952. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 


East  8 

West 

Middle  7 

North  15 

Camelon  21 

Acute  Poliomyelitis — There  was  one  case  notified  during  the  year 
1952. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  case  was  as  follows  : — 

West  1 

Para-Typhoid  B — There  was  one  case  notified  during  the  year 
1952. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  case  was  as  follows  : — 

West  1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — There  were  36  notified  cases  during  the 
year  1952,  of  which  35  were  confirmed. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 

East  1 1 

West  ....  5 

Middle  — 

North  13 

Camelon  7 


Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — There  were  9 notified  cases  during 
the  year  1952  of  which  8 were  confirmed. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 


East  4 

West  3 

Middle  — 

North  1 

Camelon  1 
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The  following  are  extracts  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Stirling  and  Falkirk  Water  Board  are  responsible  for  the  pro- 
vision of  an  adequate  wholesome  water  supply  for  the  Burgh.  This 
obligation  of  the  Board  has  been  fully  met  and  samples  of  the  various 
supplies  from  the  Board  have  been  examined  and  found  satisfactory, 
both  chemically  and  bacteriologically.  The  demand  for  water  for 
both  domestic  and  industrial  purposes  continues  at  a high  level.  The 
consumption  of  water  in  the  Board’s  area  of  supply  for  1952  was  at  the 
rate  of  72.5  gallons  per  head  per  day  and  excluding  metered  supplies 
was  46. 1 gallons  per  head  per  day. 

During  the  year,  the  new  filtration  plant  at  Broadside  was  opened 
by  the  Board,  but  the  water  from  this  plant  is  meantime  serving  Grange- 
mouth only.  The  new  distribution  mains  within  the  Burgh  are  now 
almost  completed,  comprising  a 21 -inch  main  from  Glen  Brae,  which 
divides  into  two  18-inch  mains,  one  going  to  Callendar  Road  and  the 
other  to  Windsor  Road  Housing  Scheme.  This  latter  main  will 
ultimately  be  continued  to  the  Camelon  Road.  The  new  main  from 
Woodend  Farm  to  the  Ice  Rink  will  be  completed  this  year. 

Despite  the  low  rainfall  for  the  year,  the  resources  of  the  Water 
Board  are  adequate  and  no  shortage  of  this  vital  commodity  has 
affected  the  area. 


DRAINAGE 

The  work  in  providing  adequate  sewers  to  meet  the  high  demands 
due  to  housing  development  and  industrial  purposes  is  still  being 
tackled.  Work  No.  1 (new  sewer  from  Carmuirs  to  Cauldhame)  has 
been  completed,  while  the  storm  water  overflow  from  Cauldhame  to 
the  River  Carron  (Work  No.  6)  is  almost  completed.  This  work  is 
supervised  by  the  Burgh  Engineer,  who  is  responsible  also  for  new 
drainage  work  being  connected  direct  to  the  sewers. 

The  Sanitary  Department  is  responsible  for  the  approval  and  super- 
vision of  alterations  and  improvements  to  existing  drainage  schemes. 
During  the  year,  sixteen  alterations  were  inspected  and  approved. 
These  alterations  resulted  in  the  provision  of  20  water  closets,  23  wash- 
hand  basins,  5 sinks  and  tubs,  8 baths,  1 shower  and  2 urinals. 

Some  tradesmen  still  appear  to  ignore  the  necessity  of  reporting 
proposed  alterations  to  the  Department,  but,  generally  speaking,  the 
co-operation  received  from  tradesmen  has  been  good. 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  Burgh  Engineer  is  responsible  for  the  operation  of  the  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  at  Dalderse.  He  has  provided  me  with  the  under- 
noted data  for  the  year  ended  15th  May,  1952  : — 


Recorded  flow  of  sewage  for  year  1,389,930,520  gallons 

Average  daily  flow  3,808,028  gallons 

Sewage  pumped  at  : — 

(а)  Carronside  Pumping  Station  408,973,410  gallons 

(б)  Abbotshaugh  Pumping  Station  88,321,093  gallons 


During  the  year,  the  digestor  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  was 
out  of  order,  and  this  affected  the  output  of  gas  produced  from  sludge 
digestion. 

RIVERS  POLLUTION 

The  formation  of  a River  Board  for  the  Rivers  Forth  and  Carron 
has  not  yet  been  accomplished.  The  constituent  authorities  have  been 
in  consultation  with  the  Secretary  of  State  regarding  his  proposal  to 
have  two  Boards  responsible  for  the  River  Forth  in  accordance  with 
the  Broun  Lindsay  Committee’s  recommendations.  Once  this  is 
settled,  the  formation  of  the  Board  and  an  administrative  scheme  for  its 
operations  should  not  be  long  delayed. 

The  burn  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report  which  caused  pollution 
of  the  housing  site  in  Easter  Carmuirs  has  been  the  subject  of  dis- 
cussions between  the  interested  parties.  It  has  been  agreed  to  replace 
the  existing  pipe  carrying  the  burn  through  the  site  and  the  cost  has  to 
be  shared  by  the  Local  Authority,  the  Scottish  Special  Housing  Associ- 
ation, who  will  develop  the  site,  and  the  Scottish  Tar  Distillers.  The 
latter  have  also  undertaken  to  take  action  to  prevent  tar  and  tar 
effluents  from  entering  the  burn. 

No  other  pollution  difficulties  arose  during  the  year. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

There  are  three  registered  offensive  trades  operating  in  the  Burgh, 
namely  : ( a ) the  public  slaughterhouse  ; ( b ) tripe  cleaning  ; and  (c) 
Roughcastle  Fish  Works.  The  first  two  are  conducted  by  the  Town 
Council.  During  the  year,  78  inspections  were  made  to  the  registered 
premises. 

The  Roughcastle  Fish  Works  have  continued  to  operate  in  a 
satisfactory  manner,  and  little  nuisance  has  been  caused  by  the  opera- 
tions. In  May,  the  premises  were  inspected  by  Dr.  Birse,  Chief  Alkali 
Works  Inspector,  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland,  who  reported 
favourably  on  the  improved  conditions  at  this  factory.  On  two 
occasions  smell  was  noted  from  the  works.  On  the  first  occasion  it 
was  due  to  a breakdown  in  the  plant,  and  on  the  second  occasion  it  was 
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FACTORIES 


1.— INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Premises 

M/c 

line 

Number 

in 

Number  of 

M/c 

No. 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

line 

No. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

1 

1 

1 59 

57 

1 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local  Authority 

2 

212 

190 

2 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

3 

10  j 

17 

1 

3 

Total  1 

1 281  | 

264 

2 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Particulars 

M/c 

line 

No. 

Number  c 

3f  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

M/c 

line 

No. 

Found 

Remedied 

j 

Refi 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

erred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

4 

4 

5 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

5 

2 

— 

4 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

5 

(S.3)  

6 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

6 

(S.4)  .... 

7 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

— 

7 

floors  (S.6) 

8 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

— 

— 

8 

(S.7) — 

(a)  insufficient 

9 

3 

7 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 

I 

2 

— 

9 

fective 

10 

11 

A 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

u 

9 

— 

10 

sexes 

11 

1 

Other  offences  against  the 

1 

— 

11 

Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to 

Outwork) 

12  | 

— 

— 

— 

— 



12 

Total 

60 

19 

18  1 

1 

14 

60 

3.— Outwork,  No.  of  Workers 

bearing  Apparel— Making,  etc 


2 
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due  to  a reduction  in  the  supply  of  chlorine  to  the  exhausted  gases  to 
enable  workmen  to  dismantle  the  old  condensers. 

During  the  year,  a firm,  contemplating  using  premises  in  the  Burgh 
as  an  offensive  trade,  made  an  approach  to  the  Town  Council  to  have 
their  views  on  the  suitability  of  the  premises  for  this  purpose.  After 
investigation,  the  firm  were  informed  that  the  Town  Council  were 
unlikely  to  consider  the  project. 

FACTORIES 

Two  hundred  and  sixty-four  inspections  were  made  of  factories 
during  the  year,  and  19  defects  were  noted  and  action  taken  to  secure 
a remedy.  Fourteen  notices  were  received  from  H.M.  Factory  Inspect- 
or in  terms  of  Section  9 of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  and  the  necessary 
action  was  taken. 

The  Local  Authority  were  notified  in  two  instances  where 
“ out  work  ” was  being  done  in  the  Burgh.  The  conditions  were 
satisfactory  in  both  instances. 


SCHOOLS 

There  are  ten  schools  in  the  Burgh,  including  one  Roman  Catholic 
school  which  occupies  three  different  buildings  while  awaiting  the  com- 
pletion of  the  new  school  at  Merchiston.  The  private  school  which  had 
transferred  from  the  County  to  the  Burgh  closed  down  during  the  year. 

Any  defects  noted  during  inspections  of  schools  were  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  appropriate  department. 

School  Medical  Inspection  is  undertaken  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  the  Burgh  and  his  staff.  By  arrangement  with  the  Medical 
Officer,  members  of  my  Department  visit  the  houses  of  children  who 
have  been  found  infested  with  vermin,  examine  the  condition  of  the 
houses,  and  give  the  necessary  advice  on  treatment  of  the  children  and 
house.  Forty-five  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  in  this  con- 
nection. 

BURIAL  GROUNDS 

The  Cemetery  Superintendent  and  his  staff  maintain  all  the  burial 
grounds  in  the  Burgh,  including  a number  of  church  cemeteries  which 
are  no  ionger  in  use.  The  Falkirk  Cemetery,  owned  by  the  Town 
Council,  is  the  only  one  in  use,  and  is  conducted  and  maintained  in  a 
most  satisfactory  manner.  The  public  have  always  paid  tribute  to  the 
pleasing  appearance  and  floral  layout  of  the  grounds,  and  the  Super- 
intendent deserves  credit  for  the  way  in  which  he  maintains  them. 

There  have  been  no  developments  regarding  the  erection  of  the 
crematorium,  but  negotiations  regarding  the  acquisition  of  ground 
have  been  in  progress. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  investigation  and  disinfection  work  associated  with  cases  of 
infectious  diseases  are  undertaken  by  the  Sanitary  Department. 

No  special  difficulties  arose  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  visits  made  investigating  infectious  diseases  was 
112,  while  112  homes  were  disinfected  and  bed-clothing  treated.  92 
library  books  were  disinfected  and  returned  to  the  public  library. 

HOUSING 
Houses  Erected 


During  the  year,  266  houses  were  completed.  This  is  the  highest 
number  of  houses  in  any  post-war  year  and  has  only  been  exceeded 
twice  since  the  Town  Council  started  building  houses. 


The  table  following  gives  details  of  the  Local  Authority  houses 
at  27th  December,  1952  : — 

Houses  Erected  and  Acquired  by  the  Local  Authority 

No.  of  No.  let  since  No.  let  No.  still 

houses  last  report  to  date  to  let 

1919  Act  Scheme  

230 

— 

230 

— 

1923  Act  Scheme  

112 

— 

112 

— 

Insanitary  Areas  Scheme 

1270 

— 

1270 

— 

Composite  Scheme 

1320 

1320 

— 

Bog  Road  

278 

278 

— 

Windsor  Road  

427 

128 

276 

151 

Easter  Carmuirs  

612 

86 

494 

118 

Carronside  

10 

— 

10 

— 

David’s  Loan  

2 

— 

2 

— 

Langlees  

146 

52 

72 

74 

Totals  

4407 

266 

4064 

343 

FOOD  ADMINISTRATION 

This  is  a most  important  aspect  of  the  work  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and  considerable  time  is  devoted  to  the  administration  of 
the  various  Acts  and  Orders  pertaining  to  food.  Co-operation  from 
the  traders  has  been  good,  and  this  has  made  the  work  easier  than  it 
might  otherwise  have  been. 
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(a)  Food  Hygiene 

Every  effort  is  made  to  keep  the  public  and  the  shopkeeper  hygiene 
conscious. 

Opportunity  has  been  taken  on  several  occasions  during  the  year 
to  incorporate  some  mention  of  food  hygiene  in  talks  given  by  me  to 
local  organisations. 

Notices  requesting  customers  not  to  take  their  dogs  into  food 
premises  were  issued  to  all  such  premises  in  the  Burgh,  and  have  been 
displayed  prominently  in  most  shops.  No  repercussions  have  reached 
this  office,  and  on  the  whole,  there  has  been  an  improvement  in  this 
aspect  of  the  problem. 

Improvements  in  shop  premises  are  difficult  to  procure  because  of 
the  shortage  of  materials  and  labour,  and  the  need  for  licences  to  do 
the  work. 

In  addition,  there  has  been  noted  a disinclination  to  install  plant, 
e.g.,  washing  plant  for  glasses  in  public  houses,  because  it  is  felt  by  the 
occupiers  that  it  would  be  safer  to  wait  until  the  promised  legislation 
on  food  hygiene  is  enacted.  Traders  are  afraid  they  may  install  plant 
which  might  be  unacceptable  when  the  legislation  becomes  enforceable. 


(b)  Meat 

The  operations  at  the  slaughterhouse  have  proceeded  satisfactorily, 
and  the  reconditioned  premises  have  made  the  work  easier  and  cleaner. 

Steps  are  being  taken  to  improve  the  roadways  in  the  slaughter- 
house at  an  estimated  cost  of  £500,  and  this  will  assist  in  keeping  the 
premises  cleaner. 

The  inspection  of  meat  is  capably  performed  by  the  Superintendent 
and  his  Assistant.  During  the  year,  the  Assistant  Detention  Officer 
left  to  take  a new  appointment  in  Aberdeen,  and  a successor  has  been 
appointed. 

The  slaughtering  of  the  animals  was  undertaken  by  contractors 
until  July,  1952,  when  the  Local  Authority  took  over  the  contract,  and 
they  now  carry  out  all  the  functions  for  the  Ministry  of  Food.  This  is 
a most  satisfactory  arrangement  in  many  ways  and  particularly  from 
the  point  of  view  of  hygiene.  The  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps 
to  provide  proper  protective  clothing  for  the  workers.  As  employees  of 
the  Local  Authority,  the  slaughtermen  and  other  workers  can  be  in- 
structed and  assisted  in  the  more  hygienic  handling  of  cattle  and  meat. 
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At  31st  December,  1952,  there  were  employed  six  slaughtermen, 
one  apprentice  slaughterman,  a gut  cleaner,  a drover  and  two  labourers 
plus  two  tripe  cleaners  and  a labourer  from  the  original  Local  Authority 
staff.  The  slaughtermen  are  piece  workers,  the  remainder  being  time 
workers. 

Eight  slaughterer’s  licences  were  issued  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  tripes,  etc.,  cleaned  as  food  for  human  consumption 
for  the  year  was  2,823  tripes,  5,123  sheep  bags  and  1,775  sets  of  feet. 
A mechanical  cleaning  plant  is  used,  but  some  improvement  in  the 
layout  of  the  tanks  in  this  part  of  the  slaughterhouse  is  desirable.  This 
will  be  done  during  the  present  year. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  is  shown  in 
Table  “ A ” below 


Table  “ A ” 


Class  of 
Animals 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  (in  lbs.) 
of  Condemned 
Meat  and  Offal 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Cattle 

3,995 

34 

46 

56,926 

Calves 

1,618 

41 

— 

2,490 

Sheep 

23,440 

27 

16 

29,223 

Pigs  

4,964 

20 

50 

9,016 

Totals 

34,017 

122 

112 

97,655 

The  figures  show  an  increase  of  over  4,000  animals  slaughtered 
compared  with  last  year,  and  this  is  wholly  due  to  an  increase  in  sheep. 


(c)  Milk 

(i)  Dairies 

The  inspection  of  dairies  was  undertaken  regularly  and  during  the 
year  424  inspections  were  made.  Sixteen  limewashing  notices  were 
issued  and  complied  with  by  the  dairymen. 

Table  “ B ” following  gives  the  information  requested  by  the 
Department  of  Health. 
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Table  “ B ” 


Class  of  Trade 

No.  of 
Premises 

No.  of 
Cows 

Designated  Licences 

Certified 

T.T. 

Heat  Treated  and 
Pasteurised 

Producer  Retailer  .... 

1 

1 



_ 

Producer  Wholesalers 

5 

100 



4 



Dealer  Wholesaler  .... 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Retail  Purveyors 

30 

— 

11 

16 

11 

Exempted  Premises  .... 

8 

13 

__ 

— 

— 

Four  complaints  were  received  regarding  foreign  matter  in  milk 
and  investigations  were  carried  out  at  the  creamery,  but  without 
finding  an  explanation  to  account  for  the  entry  of  the  foreign  matter. 

(ii)  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Scotland)  Act  and  Orders 

Four  new  licences  have  been  issued  during  1952,  and  the  licences 
issued  at  1st  January,  1952,  and  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report,  con- 
tinue in  force.  Details  of  these  licences  are  shown  in  Table  “ B ” above. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-two  samples  of  designated  milk  were 
procured  during  the  year  and  submitted  to  the  Bacteriologist.  The 
results  are  tabulated  in  Table  I of  the  Appendix.  Any  unsatisfactory 
samples  were  followed  up  and  any  necessary  action  taken  to  prevent 
recurrence. 


(iii)  Scottish  Milk  Testing  Scheme 

During  the  year,  782  samples  of  milk  were  procured  from  pro- 
ducers/retailers and  dealers  handling  under  500  gallons  per  day.  The 
S.C.W.S.  Creamery  undertook  their  own  sampling  and  testing  under 
the  Scheme,  but  subsequently  withdrew.  At  the  end  of  the  year, 
negotiations  with  the  Department  of  Health  were  in  progress  for  the 
Sanitary  Department  resuming  the  operation  of  the  Scheme  in  connec- 
tion with  this  Creamery. 

The  number  of  tests  undertaken  at  the  Laboratory  at  Arnotdale  and 
the  results  are  shown  in  Table  “ C ” below  : — 

Table  “ C ” 


Test 

Samples 

Taken 

Passed 

Failed 

Chemical  Analysis 

282 

279 

4 

Resazurin  

782 

770 

12 

Methylene  Blue  

161 

141 

20 

Totals 

1,225 

1,190 

36 
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As  a result  of  these  tests,  twelve  notifications  were  made  to  pro- 
ducers, one  to  another  Local  Authority  and  one  to  the  Milk  Marketing 
Board  regarding  failures. 


(d)  Food  and  Drugs 

One  hundred  and  eighty-one  samples  were  taken  of  various 
foods,  drinks  and  drugs  during  the  year,  eight  samples  being  taken 
formally.  All  the  formal  samples  were  genuine.  Sixteen  informal 
samples  were  not  genuine  and  further  investigation  was  undertaken 
in  these  cases. 

Details  of  the  samples  are  given  in  Table  II  of  the  Appendix. 

(e)  Food  Labelling  Order  and  Merchandise  Marks  Act 

No  contraventions  were  observed  of  the  Food  Labelling  Orders, 
and  the  notices  served  last  year  on  the  traders  regarding  the  Orders 
made  under  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act  have  been  observed  fairly  well 
throughout  the  Burgh.  Where  necessary,  traders  not  complying  with 
the  Orders  were  reminded  of  their  obligations. 

(f)  Ice  Cream 

All  outstanding  applications  under  the  Ice  Cream  (Scotland) 
Regulations  have  now  been  dealt  with,  and  at  31st  December,  1952, 
the  position  was  as  follows  : — 

Premises  Vehicles 

Registered  at  31/12/51  57  26 

Registered  during  1952  5 6 

Cancelled  during  1952  1 2 

Withdrawn  during  1952  1 0 

Registered  at  31/12/52  61  30 

Twenty-four  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  informally  for 
chemical  analysis.  Eight  failed  to  comply  with  the  standards  laid 
down  and  the  manufacturer  was  informed  and  requested  to  remedy  the 
matter. 

Twenty-four  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  and  an  extract  from  the  results  showed  : — 

6 samples  with  counts  of  1,000  or  less  per  ml. 

9 samples  with  counts  between  1,000/100,000  per  ml. 

7 samples  with  counts  between  200,000/500,000  per  ml. 

2 samples  with  counts  over  500,000  per  ml. 

8 samples  showed  positive  B.Coli  in  1/100  ml. 
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The  dealers  were  notified  of  the  result  of  their  samples  and,  in  the 
case  of  unsatisfactory  samples,  investigation  was  made  of  the  premises 
and  equipment  to  ascertain  the  reasons  for  the  failures. 


(g)  Other  Foods 

As  the  result  of  requests  by  traders,  or  in  the  course  of  inspection 
of  premises,  it  was  necessary  to  condemn  the  undernoted  foodstuffs, 
and  the  necessary  surrender  certificates  were  issued.  The  following 
goods  were  destroyed  at  the  Refuse  Disposal  Works  : 11  lbs,  sweets, 
31  lbs.  ground  rice,  82  lbs.  meat,  13  lbs.  fat,  8 lbs.  black  puddings, 
28  lbs.  sausages,  1,405  lbs.  pig’s  stomachs,  and  2,276  tins,  63  jars, 
255  bottles  and  405  packets  of  various  foodstuffs. 

This  work  now  entails  considerable  time  of  the  staff,  as  each  manu- 
facturer requires  separate  certificates  and  details  of  brand,  coding,  etc., 
have  to  be  noted  on  the  certificates. 
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TABLE  II 

Samples  Procured  under  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928 
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